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INTRODUCTION
It may appear odd to subtitle a presentation on United States-Japan relations with a 




all of the elements of an old alliance: perennial issues, medium-term changes, and 
DFXWHLQFLGHQWV1HZO\HOHFWHG-DSDQHVH3ULPH0LQLVWHU1RGD<DVXKLNR·VVWDWHYLVLW
to the United Nations and his discussions with President Obama in early September, 
DQGZHPLJKW DGG )RUHLJQ0LQLVWHU*HQED·V GLVFXVVLRQVZLWK 6HFUHWDU\ RI 6WDWH
Clinton just before, also demonstrate those elements. So, it is in those terms, the pe-
rennial, the medium-term, and the acute, that I would like to frame today’s discus-
sion about Japan’s relationship with the United States.
PERENNIAL ISSUES
It is perhaps best to begin a discussion of that relationship by pointing out what 
VFKRODUVRI LQWHUQDWLRQDO UHODWLRQVKDYHNQRZQ IRU VRPH WLPH86$PHULFD·V&ROG
:DUDOOLDQFHVDUHVXUSULVLQJO\VWXUG\&DOGHU,IDQDOOLDQFHVXUYLYHGWKH&ROG:DU
7KHDXWKRUZLVKHVWRH[SUHVVKLVDSSUHFLDWLRQWRWKH&HQWHUIRU5HVHDUFKRQ1RUWK$PHULFDCISANDQGWKH








²QRWDOORI WKHPGLG²WKHQLW LV OLNHO\WRSHUVLVWZHOO LQWRWKHWZHQW\ÀUVWFHQWXU\
despite the fact that the reason for they were formed has disappeared and that alli-
DQFHVZLWKKHJHPRQVDUH OLNHO\ WRXQHTXDOO\GLVWULEXWH VHFXULW\EXUGHQV -DSDQ·V












as far away as the Indian Ocean. This far-reaching capability includes the defense of 
-DSDQ&RQFUHWHO\ WKHDOOLDQFHKDVSURYLGHG86VHFXULW\JXDUDQWHHV IRU -DSDQ LQ















for greater autonomy. In fact, Japan has increased its military capability and partici-












United States as Japan’s largest trade partner. Second, the rise of China has compli-





It also presents the United States with the possibility –or, may I say dilemma?– of 
GHFLGLQJZKHWKHUWRHPSKDVL]HUHODWLRQVZLWK-DSDQRUZLWK&KLQDLQLWVIXWXUH$VLD
SROLF\)RULWVSDUW-DSDQLVIDFHGZLWKWKHFKRLFHRIKHGJLQJDJDLQVWJURZLQJ&KLQHVH












PHQWXPQHFHVVDU\ WR VROYH FULWLFDO HFRQRPLFDQGGHPRJUDSKLFSUREOHPV LQSDUW
EHFDXVHKLVVXFFHVVRUVHLWKHUVWRSSHGWKHPRUSURYHGLQFDSDEOHRIFDUU\LQJUHIRUP
forward.
RECENT CHANGES IN JAPANESE POLITICS
The LDP·VORVVRISROLWLFDOOHJLWLPDF\SDYHGWKHZD\IRUWKHODQGVOLGHYLFWRU\RIWKH
'HPRFUDWLF3DUW\RI-DSDQDPJLQWKH$XJXVWJHQHUDOHOHFWLRQ7KLVYLFWRU\DO-
most immediately complicated the relationship with the United States. The party’s 
IRUHLJQSROLF\SODWIRUPLQFOXGHGDFDOOIRUD´FORVHEXWHTXDOµUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKWKH
8QLWHG6WDWHVLQZKLFK-DSDQZRXOGSOD\DQDFWLYHUROHLQGLYLGLQJUHVSRQVLELOLWLHV




States, but one that would guarantee food safety and protect domestic agriculture. It 
DOVRVSHOOHGRXWWKHSDUW\·VGHVLUHWRUHGXFHWKH86PLOLWDU\IRRWSULQWLQ-DSDQ$WWKH
VDPHWLPHWKHSODWIRUPFDOOHGIRUVWURQJHUUHODWLRQVZLWK$VLDLQFOXGLQJHFRQRPLF













comment that he would like to present to the Japanese people the results of deepen-
LQJELODWHUDOFRRSHUDWLRQ´EHIRUHWKHHQGRIWKLV\HDUµKLQWHGDWSUREOHPVKLVJRYHUQ-
PHQWIDFHGLQSXWWLQJFORVHEXWHTXDOUHODWLRQVLQWRSUDFWLFH+DWR\DPD
One major problem was the promise to reduce the U.S. military footprint, espe-
cially in Okinawa. That prefecture, with less than one percent of Japan’s land area, 





ments to the continued presence of U.S. forces, following lengthy negotiations based 
RQWKH-DSDQ86-RLQW'HFODUDWLRQRQ6HFXULW\$OOLDQFHIRUWKHst Century, in 







7KH +DWR\DPD JRYHUQPHQW·V DQQRXQFHPHQW WKDW LW ZRXOG UHYLHZ WKH 
DJUHHPHQWFDXVHGSUHGLFWDEOHFRQVWHUQDWLRQLQWKH&OLQWRQDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ/RFDOUHVL
dents and politicians were emboldened to take an anywhere-but-Japan stance on the 
169











GLGRYHU WKHEDVHV LVVXH ,Q WKH8QLWHG6WDWHV6HFUHWDU\RI'HIHQVH5REHUW*DWHV
UHLWHUDWHGWKH86JRYHUQPHQWSRVLWLRQWKDWWKH0DULQHSUHVHQFHLQ2NLQDZDZDV
YLWDOWR86VWUDWHJ\DQGWKDW-DSDQVKRXOGDELGHWKHDJUHHPHQW,QHDUO\










relations were highlighted by the renewal of a territorial dispute between the two 
FRXQWULHV RYHU WKH 6HQNDNX ,VODQGV D URFN\ RXWFURS ZHVW RI 2NLQDZD YDULRXVO\





complied, the captain was treated to a hero’s welcome upon his return home. The 
&KLQHVHJRYHUQPHQWDOVRDUUHVWHGIRXU-DSDQHVHDQGDSSOLHGDQHPEDUJRRQH[SRUWV


















































ily put out of action, with personnel among the injured and dead as well. The repair 





















BACK TO THE MEDIUM TERM
3ULPH0LQLVWHU1RGD<DVXKLNR·VYLVLWWRWKH8QLWHG1DWLRQVODVWZHHN and his meetings 






















The reason for this is straightforward. The enormous cost of reconstruction is 
JRLQJWRUHTXLUH-DSDQWRUHVWUDLQFRVWVHOVHZKHUH$EDQGRQPHQWRUVLJQLÀFDQWUHDOLJQ-
ment of the alliance would force Japan to spend a great deal more than it does now 
RQGHIHQVH:KLOHWKHDOOLDQFHFRQIHUVEXGJHWDU\EXUGHQVRQ-DSDQWKHDOWHUQDWLYHV







with the United States to promote economic growth means stimulating the U.S. re-
FRYHU\DQGFRQWUROOLQJWKHYDOXHRIWKH\HQ$OORIWKLVUHTXLUHVWKDWVHFXULW\UHODWLRQV
not interfere with those priorities.
7KDWPD\EHHDVLHUVDLGWKDQGRQH)RUHLJQ0LQLVWHU*HPEDUHSRUWHGO\FDXWLRQHG






correct in telling the president that Japan appreciates U.S. help following the disaster 
in the Northeast. Public opinion polls show that. But Okinawa is at the other end of 
-DSDQDQGLVDGPLQLVWHUHGE\ORFDOR΀FLDOVZKRFDQJHWDZD\ZLWKHVSRXVLQJSDUR-
chial positions that take no account of strategic threat, national policy, public opinion 




U.S.-JAPANESE RELATIONS IN TRANSITION: THE CASE OF FUKUSHIMA
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION
EHFDXVHWKH\KDYHEHHQGRLQJLWIRU\HDUVDQGWKHFXUUHQWJRYHUQLQJSDUW\LVIUDF-
tious and therefore weak.
7KHGDQJHUIRU1RGD·VJRYHUQPHQWLVFOHDU,QKLVSUHSDUHGFRPPHQWVLQ1HZ










ment that haunts Japanese defense policy makers.
,QIDFWRIFRXUVHWKHEXUGHQLVRQ-DSDQ7KHFXUUHQWFRQÀJXUDWLRQRI8QLWHG











strates the growing security concerns China poses for Japan. Incidentally, some weeks 





facilities in Japan made it easier for the allies to cooperate in rescue and reconstruc-
WLRQ%XWWKRVHHͿRUWVFDQQRWDGGUHVVRWKHUVHULRXVLVVXHVLQWKHELODWHUDOHFRQRPLF
and security relationship. Those other issues may well scuttle the goodwill generated 
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